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An Introduction

Dear Members,

We are reaching the end of the season, 
but we are busier than ever.  Our first 
all-day outing has been arranged for 17 
May – as we were not able to have our 
usual pre-lecture supper in February, 
we are combining a museum visit with 
lunch (see information on the right of 
this page).  As usual, Gilberte will have 
a list available at the April lecture so 
that you can put your name down for 
this event.

Then on Saturday 21 June we have an 
all-day outing/study day to the Abbey 
at Tongerlo, followed by lunch and a 
visit to the Da Vinci Museum – full 
details in your May Newsletter.

There is, of course, our AGM in May.

By the way, you may have noticed that 
as the lecture begins in the Church 
Hall, Michael locks the door leading to 
the street.  This is necessary because 
we hang our coats on the hooks in the 
passageway just inside the door, and it 
would be possible for someone to walk 
in and remove coats and/or coat pocket 
contents.  But fear not!  The door is 
only locked to someone coming in 
from outside; we can open it from the 
inside and it is therefore available to us 
as an emergency exit (along with the 
exit to the Vicarage garden; there is 
also a door from the kitchen to the 
garden).

Angela Dodds

ADFAS AGM, 5 May 2008

As was agreed at our last Annual 
General Meeting in October, the date 
of the ADFAS AGM has been changed 
and will now take place just before the 
last lecture of the season in May.  You 
will hear shortly from Maureen with 
the Agenda and other details; if anyone 
has any points they would like to bring 
up or are interested in joining the 
Committee, they should get in touch 

with Maureen or with any 
other member of the present 
Committee (details of which are on the 
last page of this Newsletter.)

ADFAS Heritage Volunteers

ADFAS still has the only active group 
of Heritage Volunteers in the Mainland 
Europe area. The group’s 6 members 
are now working in Antwerp’s 
Folklore Museum which closed in 
2007 in preparation for the move to the 
city’s new Museum on the River, the 
MAS, in 2009. First, they finished the 
project they started last year: packing 
the Old Postcard Collection. The next 
task was to pack the collection’s 
pictures on glass, and update the 
inventory for these pictures. The glass 
positives go into acid free boxes by 
series; they cover a very large 
spectrum of subjects – well known 
fairytales, legends, little stories, jokes, 
old games, shadows, clowns, colonial 
stories, fossils, primitive populations, 
old production systems like distilleries, 
wool industries, leather shops etc; 
some are very funny, others extremely 
interesting. By December the pictures 
(over 4,000) had been numbered and 
packed and the next project started: 
acid free packaging, numbering and 
arranging of the collection of 
religious/devotional papers, and 
completing the listings for use in the 
collection’s administration. This 
project is ongoing.

If anyone is interested in the work the 
Volunteers are doing and wants to 
know more, or would like to join the 
group, then contact Gilberte Du Bois 
(contact details on the last page).

ADFAS event (1)

Saturday 17 May – visit to the 
Plantin Moretus Museum (placed on 
UNESCO’s World Heritage list in 
2005), followed by lunch on the 
Linkeroever:

10 am: meet in the entrance hall of the 
Plantin Moretus Museum, 
Vrijdagmarkt.

10:15 am: guided tour of the Museum 
with Key Minnebo 

At the end of the tour, we go across the 
river to Linkeroever – by car, or for 
those who feel energetic enough, 
through the Pedestrian Tunnel 
underneath the River Scheldt.  The 
tunnel, built in 1933, is 570 metres 
long and well worth a visit in its own 
right, particularly for its original 
wooden escalators.

1 pm: meet for lunch at the VVW 
(Vlaamse Vereniging van 
Watersporten) on Linkeroever, 
the Left Bank.  It will be a fixed 
menu, details of which should be 
available by the next lecture.

Cost: € 10 for the museum visit, 
including our guide’s fee, and € 29 per 
person for the lunch, which will 
include tea/coffee – other drinks should 
be paid for individually.

Our meeting place:
The Church Hall (St.Boniface 

Anglican Church), Grétrystraat, 
2018 Antwerpen

Info: 03/230 39 36.
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a member society of



The October and November lectures 

Monday 7 April 2008
TREASURES AND CURIOSITIES 

FROM THE ROYAL LIBRARY 
AT WINDSOR

Lecturer: OLIVER EVERETT

Windsor Castle is the largest inhabited 
castle in the world and the oldest in 
continuous occupation.  It is one of the 
official residences of the British 
monarch (Balmoral Castle and 
Sandringham House, for instance, are 
private homes; other official residences 
include Buckingham Palace, and the 
Palace of Holyroodhouse in 
Edinburgh).  Originally it was built of 
wood by William the Conqueror as a 
purely defensive, military fortress.  The 
first stone structure on the site, parts of 
which are still visible today, was only 
erected in the late 12th century.

Gradually, as the kingdom became 
more settled, the castle took on a more 
peaceful role and became less austere.  
But on the outbreak of World War II in 
1939 Windsor Castle resumed its role 
as a royal fortress, and the King and 
Queen and their children Princess 
Elizabeth (the future Queen Elizabeth 
II) and Princess Margaret lived, for 
safety, in the castle. The King and 
Queen drove daily to London, 
returning to Windsor to sleep, although 
at the time this was a well-kept secret, 
as for propaganda and morale purposes 
it was reported that the king was still 
residing full-time at Buckingham 
Palace.

The first Elizabeth, in the 16th century, 
had ordered the construction of the 
north terrace with a covered gallery, 
and it is this building, which has 
survived relatively unaltered, that 
today houses the Royal Library, 
created in the 1830s at the instigation 
of William IV.

The Royal Collection contains around 
125,000 books and manuscripts, and 
the most significant and substantial 
parts of the collection are held in 
Windsor Castle’s Royal Library.  The
Library is not open to the public, and 
thus our lecturer is providing us with a 
unique opportunity to experience 
something of the atmosphere and to 
understand the value of this very 
important historical collection.

AMD

Monday 5 May 2008
WINE-RELATED ANTIQUES

Lecturer: JOHN ERICSON

There are several definitions of the 
word “antique”, but it is generally 
taken to mean “an item of at least 100 
years old and valued for its aesthetic or 
historical significance”.  When talking 
of wine-related antiques, this can 
involve going back for thousands of 
years, possibly as far as 5000 BC, 
when wine was first thought to have 
been put in a container with a stopper 
to prevent the oxidation which occurs 
when wine is left exposed to the air.

The vessel above is the oldest known wine jar in the 
world, once filled with resinated wine from the 
"kitchen" of a Neolithic residence at Hajji Firuz 
Tepe (Iran) dating to 5400-5000 B.C. Source: 
University of Pennsylvania Museum.

Thousands of years later, the 
Phoenicians were manufacturing glass 
bottles, an ability which they passed on 
to the Romans. But there is more 
associated with wine than the bottle 
that holds it.  Over the centuries, 
furniture has been made specifically to 
store wine.  Then there is the 
corkscrew, which has been around for 
many years in something very 
recognisable as its present form; it was 
most probably an English invention, 
and certainly the first corkscrew patent 
was taken out in England in 1795 
(note: the patent was issued to a 
country parson).  

John Ericson will also be telling us 
about the glassware associated with 
drinking wine, the decanter which 
holds the wine and the glasses that 
ornament a dinner table.  And there are 
the wine labels (an art form in itself), 
funnels, coasters, bottle rings, and the 
furniture in which all these items have 
a special place.  We are promised an 
evening full of interesting information.

AMD

Our lecturers

OLIVER EVERETT

Oliver Everett is Librarian Emeritus of 
the Royal Library, Windsor Castle.  He 
was Librarian there and Assistant 
Keeper of the Royal Archives from 
1985 to 2002.  During those 17 years, 
he gained a deep and detailed 
knowledge of the Collection and of the 
history of the Castle and its occupants.  
He has written several articles about 
the Royal Library and its contents; was 
responsible for the official guide book 
to Windsor Castle, made the audio tour 
for visitors, taught a course on the 
history of the Castle and advised on a 
television film about it.  Oliver was in 
the British Diplomatic Service, serving 
in India and Spain; Assistant Private 
Secretary to Prince Charles, Prince of 
Wales from 1978-80; and Private 
Secretary to Diana, Princess of Wales, 
1981-83.

JOHN ERICSON

John Ericson started his career as a 
schoolmaster but after ten years in the 
classroom he returned to his studies at 
the University of Wales, which led to a 
career in teacher education and 
specialisation in course design and 
evaluation.  He has worked extensively 
overseas as a consultant in teaching 
and learning, and his ability to relate 
well to people of all ages makes him an 
impressive and confident public 
speaker.  He offers presentations on an 
eclectic range of topics derived from 
his diverse interests and enthusiasms, 
such as antique corkscrews and the 
Shakers.

ADFAS event (2)

On Saturday 21 June we are organising 
a visit to the Abbey at Tongerlo.  
Founded in 1130, the Abbey was 
dissolved in 1796 but returned to the 
Premonstratensian monks in 1840 and 
is a flourishing community again.  
Following lunch, we will move on to 
the Da Vinci Museum, inside the 
Abbey grounds.  The museum contains 
a copy of Leonardo Da Vinci’s Last 
Supper, painted in 1506 by Da Vinci’s 
pupil, Andrea del Solario, which was 
purchased by the Abbey in 1545. 

More details in the May Newsletter!



Other items of interest
Please send us your contributions and we will publish them. Thank you.

Neil Faulkner on art and everyday 
life in Pompeii (February 2008)

A small attendance for a well 
structured lecture by a very articulate 
speaker who didn’t need notes! 

Neil Faulkner talked to us on the public 
buildings and the domus or town 
houses of the patricians in Pompeii and 
Herculaneum.  First he described the 
events of August 24 and 25 in 79 AD. 
Vesuvius rained a cloud of ash and 
pumice onto Pompeii, causing roofs to 
collapse and burying the city up to 20 
feet deep; many of its 20,000 
inhabitants fled. By nightfall, Pompeii 
was completely uninhabitable. But the 
second eruption proved to be the more 
deadly. A heavy cloud of hot volcanic 
gases and pyroclastic materials (ash, 
rocks, and other fragments) flowed 
down at speeds of over 70 mph, 
covering the surrounding areas, killing 
everything in its path. 
Sixteen centuries later, inscriptions 
were accidentally uncovered during 
digging in the area and the first 
scientific exploration of the site was in 
1748; in 1860 a system was invented of 
making plaster casts of the impressions 
made by bodies in the ash bed. 

Today, about 80% of the ruins at 
Pompeii have been excavated and 
studied, giving us a picture of how the 
city was built and organized.  Pompeii 
was laid out on a grid pattern, 
surrounded by a 3-kilometer wall 
containing eight gates.  Our speaker 
gave us a closer look at its public 
buildings, such as the Basilica
(Pompeii's largest building), the 
Municipal Offices, the comitium and 
the main Temples, all centred around 
the forum.  At the other end of the city 
lay the Amphitheatre, centre for 
sporting events and civic festivals.

The domus, or Roman town house, was 
designed to be inward looking and 
closed to the outside world.  The 
entrance led into the fauces, a narrow, 
dark passageway which in turn led into 
the atrium. Originally this was a 
communal central space; here the 
family would have worked and eaten 
but gradually its function changed. It 
developed into a central reception area, 
a nexus point from where visitors 
could be directed according to status. 
For this reason, it was generally a 

feature only of elite households.  Small 
cubicula or bedrooms were built 
around it, as were dining rooms and 
general reception rooms.  As a rule, the 
higher the status of the house, the more 
reception rooms it possessed. It was 
not simply a living space but rather it 
provided an interface between public 
and private life and was the primary 
place of business. Every morning, 
during a custom known as the 
salutatio, the Roman pater familias 
would receive dependant clients and 
petitioners in his tablinium or study, 
rather than at an outside office

A Roman business man was not so 
different from his counterpart today!

GDB

Jane Kelsall on the story of a pearl 
necklace (March 2008)

What a good evening we shared with 
Jane Kelsall who knows her subject so 
very well that she rarely used her notes 
and of course her sense of humour kept 
us smiling. It was an evening full of 
historic tales of English and European 
royalty, marriages, family, intrigue and 
mystery. We followed the path of a 
famous wedding present to Catherine 
de Medici - we still do not really know 
where the fabulous wedding pearls are 
now. We have seen some on 
England’s Queen Elizabeth II - but we 
have not seen all the pearls. Do they 
still exist? Have they been lost for all 
time? I for one will always be looking 
much more carefully when I see 
Royalty wearing jewels.

Queen Elizabeth I of England: known as the 
Armada portraitand showing the pearls, this dates 

to c.1588 (artist unknown)

These jewels represented power and 
security for many Royals for hundreds 
of years - even food and existence for 
some. I can understand how important 
jewels can be in turbulent times - my 
own Mother's family had to sell jewels 
for salt when they were fleeing to 
America.

Pearls have been with us from the long 
distant past - even prehistoric female 
skeletons were found wearing pearls -
but did they bring the owners 
happiness? The pearls we learned 
about seem full of mystery but not 
much joy. Our speaker pondered what 
became of them after WWII which 
remains a present day mystery waiting 
to be solved.

Jane Kelsall took us on a journey and 
on the way we learned a vast amount 
about the lives of many of the owners 
of the pearls but the question remains:
where are they now? Maybe someday 
one of our group will find a clue ….
  

SSF

Antwerp's Museum Card

This is a marvellous way to keep 
family and visitors alike occupied 
should they be at a loose end in 
Antwerp.  For the sum of € 20 per 
person you can buy a ticket which over 
a 48-hour period not only provides 
unlimited access to all major museums 
and churches in the city (some 22 at 
the last count) but also allows you free 
travel from one to the other on all De 
Lijn buses and trams.  You can buy the 
Museumkaart at Info Cultuur, 
Toerisme Antwerpen, any De Lijn 
ticket office, and in the museums; you 
also get an informative booklet 
showing exactly where each museum 
or church is, what it contains and how 
you get there.  For information, look on 
www.infocultuur.be which has a list of 
participating museums and churches.

A similar scheme operates in Brussels.  
The Brussels Card costs between € 20 
and € 33, depending on whether you 
want one for 24, 48 or 72 hours, and 
gives you a choice of 26 museums, 
which reached via unlimited use of the 
STIB network. Brussels Card infor-
mation is available (in English) on 
www.brusselscard.com.



DATES TO REMEMBER

7 April 2008 Treasures and Curiosities from the Church Hall, Grétrystraat as from 7 pm
Royal Library at Windsor Castle Lecture at 8 pm
Lecturer: Oliver Everett 

9 April 2008 ADFAS Committee Meeting
(If you have anything you would like brought up at the Committee meeting,
please get in touch with Michael Smith) 

5 May 2008 Wine-related Antiques Church Hall, Grétrystraat as from 7 pm
Lecturer: John Ericson Lecture at 8.15 pm

preceded by: Annual General Meeting AGM at 8 pm

17 May 2008 Guided tour of the Plantin-Moretus Meet at the Museum at 10 am
Museum followed by lunch at the VVW 1pm for lunch
(Linkeroever)

21 June 2008 Annual outing: Abbey of Tongerlo, Details in our next Newsletter
lunch, and guided tour of the Da Vinci
Museum at Tongerlo

6 October 2008 London’s National Gallery: every painting Church Hall, Grétrystraat as from 7 pm
has a story to tell Lecture at 8 pm
Lecturer: Linda Collins

3 November 2008 Beautiful Houses – Frank Lloyd Wright, Church Hall, Grétrystraat as from 7 pm
America’s Greatest Architect Lecture at 8 pm
Lecturer: Ann Anderson

1 December 2008 Is Christmas in Good Taste? Church Hall, Grétrystraat as from 7 pm
Lecturer: David Phillips Lecture at 8 pm

ADFAS CONTACTS

Angela Dodds Chair/Programme Sec. 03/230 39 36 angela.dodds@skynet.be
Shirley Fletcher Deputy Chair 03/219 89 00 peter.fletcher@skynet.be
Michael Smith Secretary 03/238 29 51 ipdc@scarlet.be
Edgard Hubert Treasurer 03/232 62 37 edgardhubert@hotmail.com

Gilberte Du Bois Volunteers & Outings 03/230 98 72 gilberte.dubois@belgacom.net
Maureen Smith Membership 03/238 29 51 ipdc@scarlet.be

(GSM: 0478/344 094)
Grishma Shah Ordinary Member 03/449 40 98 grishmamehta@hotmail.com
Peter Fletcher Ordinary Member 03/219 89 00 peter.fletcher@skynet.be

Newsletter Editors: Angela Dodds & Gilberte Du Bois

ADFAS website – http://www.ADFAS.org
(Webmaster: Janet Hammersley)

Bank account number: 610-1114400-58

With thanks to this month’s contributors:
Angela Dodds, Gilberte Du Bois, Shirley Fletcher


